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SMA America Partners with Farm from a Box™ to Develop Off-Grid Turnkey Micro-Farming Solution 

 

Niestetal/Rocklin, October 22, 2015—SMA America has joined forces with Farm from a Box™ to develop 

a complete, off-grid toolkit for localized food production. Ideal for remote and rural communities 

worldwide, this micro-farming solution includes everything from water purification and irrigation to 

seedlings and solar power, allowing users to produce their own food while providing a source of income. 

SMA designed the 3kW off-grid PV system included in the unit.   

 

“SMA is proud to partner with a company whose goal is to bring independence to communities around the globe by 

providing the tools they need to sustain themselves, both nutritionally and financially,” said Marko Wittich, SMA 

executive vice president of sales for the Americas region. “Farm from a Box isn’t charity; it empowers and strengthens 

communities with sustainable solutions, powered by renewable energy.” 

 

Ideal for humanitarian aid, refugee camps, post-crisis rebuilding, private-sector development, and community 

cooperatives, each Farm from a Box can serve 150-plus people, one hectare of land (2.47 acres) and a wide range of 

crops, including grains, vegetables and fruits. Built from a modified shipping container, it is available in 10-, 20- and 

40-foot units, each pre-installed with a PV system comprising 10 high-efficiency solar modules, an SMA Sunny Island 

6048-US off-grid inverter, SMA Sunny Boy 3000TL-US inverter with Secure Power Supply, SMA Sunny WebBox 

remote monitoring solution, SMA Smartformer transformer and distribution box, and deep-cycle batteries  for energy 

storage. The array is backed up by a 3,000-watt generator.  

 

“The Farm from a Box system combines best-in-class OEM components from globally recognized companies that 

ensure quality, longevity and support,” said Brandi DeCarli, founding partner of Farm from a Box. “SMA offers the 

most technologically advanced PV solutions worldwide, making it the obvious choice for our dream team of industry 

leaders.” 

 

A Farm from a Box test unit is currently up and running in Sonoma, California, with another scheduled for deployment 

in the Rift Valley, Ethiopia, later this year. Located at Shone Farm, home to Santa Rosa Junior College's Agriculture and 

Natural Resources Department, the Sonoma system serves as a local showcase and research and development site. 

The unit in Ethiopia will be a fully operational pilot project that will test, measure and collect data points in cooperation 

with a local women’s cooperative. It also will help shape and refine the training and implementation program. 

 



 

  

About SMA  

The SMA Group with sales of more than €800 million in 2014 is the global market leader for solar inverters, a key 

component of all PV plants and offers innovative key technologies for future power supply structures. It is 

headquartered in Niestetal, near Kassel, Germany, and is represented in 19 countries. The Group employs more than 

4,000 people worldwide. SMA has an extensive range of products, which offers the right inverters for all module types 

and plant sizes; for small residential systems as well as large scale plants, grid-connected photovoltaic systems as well 

as off-grid and hybrid systems. The technology is protected by 740 patents and utility models worldwide. The range of 

services is supplemented by comprehensive services and operational management of large-scale PV power plants. 

Since 2008, the Group’s parent company, SMA Solar Technology AG, has been listed on the Prime Standard of the 

Frankfurt Stock Exchange (S92) and also in the TecDAX index. 
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Disclaimer: 

This press release serves only as information and does not constitute an offer or invitation to subscribe for, acquire, hold 

or sell any securities of SMA Solar Technology AG (the “Company”) or any present or future subsidiary of the 



 

  

Company (together with the Company, the “SMA Group”) nor should it form the basis of, or be relied upon in 

connection with, any contract to purchase or subscribe for any securities in the Company or any member of the SMA 

Group or commitment whatsoever. Securities may not be offered or sold in the United States of America absent 

registration or an exemption from registration under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended. 

 

This press release can contain future-oriented statements. Future-oriented statements are statements which do not 

describe facts of the past. They also include statements about our assumptions and expectations. These statements are 

based on plans, estimations and forecasts which the Managing Board of SMA Solar Technology AG (SMA or 

company) has available at this time. Future-oriented statements are therefore only valid on the day on which they are 

made. Future-oriented statements by nature contain risks and elements of uncertainty. Various known and unknown 

risks, uncertainties and other factors can lead to considerable differences between the actual results, the financial 

position, the development or the performance of the corporation and the estimates given here. These factors include 

those which SMA has discussed in published reports. These reports are available on the SMA website at 

www.SMA.de. The company accepts no obligation whatsoever to update these future-oriented statements or to adjust 

them to future events or developments. 


